CHAPTEE  XVI

THE  WASHER OF  THE  FORD

Owing to the publication of The Sin-Eater by a firm
identified with the Sooto-Celtic movement the book at-
tracted immediate attention.   Dr. Douglas Hyde voiced
the Irish feeling when he wrote to my husband: " I think
Fiona Macleod's books the most interesting thing in the
new Scoto-Celtic movement, which I hope will march side
by side with our own."   This movement was according to
William Sharp "fundamentally the outcome of Ossian,
and immediately of the rising of the sap in the Irish na-
tion."   Following on the incentive given by such scholars
as Windische, Whitly Stokes, Kuno Meyer, and the vari-
ous Folklore societies, a Gaelic League had been formed
by enthusiasts in Ireland, and in Scotland, for the pres-
ervation and teaching of the old Celtic tongue; for the
study of the old literatures of which priceless treasures
lay untouched in both countries, and for the encourage-
ill                            ment of natural racial talent.   Wales had succeeded in
|j|                            recovering the use of her Cymric tongue; and the expres-
sion in music of racial sentiment had become widespread
throughout that country.    Ireland and the Highlands
looked forward to attaining to a similar result; and ef-
forts to that end were set agoing in schools, in classes, by
means of such organisations as the Irish Feis Ceoil Com-
mittee, the Irish Literary Society and the Irish National
Theatre.   Their aim was to preserve some utterance of
the national life, to mould some new kind of romance,
some new element of thought, out of Irish life and tra-
ditions.   Among the most eager workers were Dr. Doug-
las Hyde, Mr. W. B. Yeats, Mr. Standish O'GradT, Mr.
George Eussell (A.E.), Dr. George Sigerson, and Lady
Gregory.
In Scotland much valuable work had been done by such
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